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This compilation documents the heroic
stories of these men who fought for our
freedoms, including my friend, Bob
Reasoner.

He lived his life quietly among us,
bearing the scars of war and service.
His ear was mangled. His eyelids had
been reconstructed. He bore the scars
of numerous burns.

I am especially grateful for Mr. Rea-
soner’s bravery in protecting the
United States, and I grieve with his
family and friends during the loss of a
great man, an American soldier and a
true American hero.

May God bless the men and women
who served in World War II. May God
continue to bless those who serve our
country and have served our country,
and may God continue to bless the
United States of America.

———
THE BORDER CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker,
wherever I go, people express a growing
anger over the illegal immigration
that is overwhelming our southern bor-
der.

People ask me:

‘“How can we talk about securing the
border in Ukraine or Iraq while our
own border is wide open?”’

‘“How can we talk about supporting
the population of Central America
when we are nearly $18 trillion in
debt?”

‘“How can we talk about giving jobs
to millions of illegal immigrants when
fewer Americans are working today

than when this so-called recovery
began?”’
They ask: “If the Federal Govern-

ment can’t defend our own border,
what good is it?”’

Mr. Speaker, I cannot answer them.
The fact is, our southern border is wide
open. It is practically undefended, and
everybody knows it.

The many thousands streaming
across it know that if they break our
laws and enter our country illegally,
they will be rewarded with free food,
clothing, housing, medical care, trans-
portation, legal representation, and re-
location, all at the expense of strug-
gling American families.

Ninety-five percent of them believe
they will get ‘‘permiso” to stay and, at
the moment, they are right.

Until we fundamentally change this
reality, the mass incursion of our bor-
ders will continue, and our Nation’s
sovereignty will slowly fade away.

The American people are awakening
to the danger that illegal immigration
poses to our country. It is crowding out
millions of jobs desperately needed by
American workers. It is overwhelming
our schools, our hospitals, our courts,
law enforcement, prisons, and our local
and State budgets.

Perhaps worst of all, it is under-
mining the process of legal immigra-
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tion upon which our country is found-
ed. Why should anyone go to the ex-
pense and trouble of obeying our immi-
gration laws when they can reap rich
rewards simply by defying them?

This administration has actively en-
couraged this crisis with its promises
of amnesty, and it now needs another
$4 billion to feed, clothe, and house this
new surge. Conspicuously lacking from
the President’s proposal is any serious
effort at enforcement or deportation.

The advocates of illegal immigration
tell us we need comprehensive immi-
gration reform, but what they really
mean is extending some form of am-
nesty to those now illegally in this
country. Yet, it is precisely these
promises of amnesty that are causing
and encouraging the mass migration
we are now seeing.

Any short-term measure this House
approves must include provisions:

First, to rescind the President’s un-
lawful Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals order that has clearly encour-
aged the current surge;

Second, to detain all of these new ar-
rivals while expedited deportation
hearings proceed;

Third, to provide unrestricted access
for law enforcement to all Federal
lands at the border;

And fourth, to activate the National
Guard in whatever numbers are nec-
essary to secure our southern border
now.

Once the immediate tide has been
turned back, it is imperative that ex-
isting laws are enforced before any new
laws are considered, including:

Rigorous enforcement of sanctions
against any employer who hires an ille-
gal immigrant;

Completion of the border fence that
was authorized in 2006;

Deportation of any illegal immigrant
who comes into contact with law en-
forcement or who illegally applies for
government assistance; and

Resumption of Federal cooperation
with local and State law enforcement
agencies to ensure enforcement of our
immigration law.

If we are not willing to enforce our
current laws, there is no reason to be-
lieve that any future laws will be en-
forced. And until we enforce them, we
really can’t accurately assess what
changes might be needed.

The people with whom I talk are
tired of excuses. They are tired of
promises of future reforms. They want
to see our current laws enforced and
our border secured, and every act of
this House should be focused on pres-
suring the President to do so.

History is shouting this warning at
us: that nations that either cannot or
will not defend their borders aren’t
around very long.

Let that not be the legacy of this ad-
ministration, and let it not be the epi-
taph of the American Republic.

———

SENATE INACTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BYRNE) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I have
been in this House now for 6 months,
and I regrettably rise today to express
my frustration, and I know the frustra-
tion of thousands of people in my dis-
trict in southwest Alabama and, I be-
lieve, people all over the United States
of America.

People are tired of the stagnation
coming from Washington. Just look at
the disapproval rating of this Congress
and the disapproval rating of our Presi-
dent.

The people of this country want to
see action, action on growing our econ-
omy, action on cutting spending, ac-
tion on health care, action on immigra-
tion, action on the crisis at the VA, ac-
tion on foreign policy and all the prob-
lems we see around the world that in-
volve our interests. They want to see
action.
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Just earlier this week, I was at the
White House for a bill-signing cere-
mony of the Workforce Investment
Act, or the SKILLS Act, as we called it
here in the House.

The SKILLS Act was a great example
of Democrats and Republicans in this
House and the Senate coming together
behind a common goal of improving
our Nation’s workforce training pro-
grams, which is so important at this
time in our recovering economy.

During the bill-signing ceremony, the
President implored us to send more bi-
partisan job-creating bills his way. The
problem is the President doesn’t need
to lecture this House on that. The
President needs to look no further than
the majority leader in the Senate, the
gentleman from Nevada.

In the House, we have passed nearly
300 bills that are sitting in the Senate,
waiting for action—at least 40 of those
bills are job-creating bills. We have
continued in this House to do the peo-
ple’s work, making our way through
seven of the appropriations bills that
we are required by the Constitution to
pass to fund the government. The Sen-
ate has not completed a single one.

Now, some may say the issue is that
Republican Senators have demanded to
have amendments considered. I don’t
think that is too much to ask. Here in
the House, we have considered at least
180 minority amendments to appropria-
tions bills alone, 180.

One of my colleagues in the House
from the other side of the aisle was
quoted in an article as saying that she
wanted ‘‘to thank the Republicans for
their generosity. I am just grateful for
the bipartisanship here.”

That is not the same message coming
out of the do-nothing Senate. One
Democratic Senator was quoted as say-
ing that he has ‘‘a hard time getting on
the train in the morning.”” Former Sen-
ate leaders Tom Daschle and Trent
Lott have said the Senate ‘“‘has degen-
erated into a polarized mess.”

Now, this probably shouldn’t come as
much of a surprise because, yet again
this year, the Senate failed to even
pass a budget.
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